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AmiVUAL.  UEPORT  FOR  FEAR  1953. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  present  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  the  Urban  District  for  the  year 
1952. 


The  vital  statistics  show  somewhat  better 
figures  compared  with  1951.  I would  point  out, 
however,  that  the  numbers  dealt  with  are  so 
small  that,  for  example,  one  infant  death  more 
or  less  means,  expressed  in  terms  of  1,000  births, 
a difference  of  approximately  seven. 

The  birth  rate  remains  the  same  but  the 
infantile  mortality  rate  shows  a decrease  of  26 
per  1,000. 

Again  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  no  deaths 
have  occurred  from  puerperal  causes. 

I am  pleased  to  have  this  opportunity  of 
recording  my  thanks  to  the  Council  and  my 
colleagues  for  their  co-operation  and  help  during 
the  year. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  GRAHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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lli'taldli  Niafr. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

John  R.  Graham,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (St.  And.),  D.P.H.  (St.  And.) 

Sanitary  Inspector : 

L.  Wilson,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 


Viisil  aii<l  iSocial  ('and iiiiiiiN  of  ilic  Ai'en. 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  figures)  ...  ....  8,639 

Birth  Rate. 

17’59  per  1,000  live  births  of  the  resident  population. 

18  28  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 

Death  Rate. 

9 6 per  1000  of  the  estimated  resident  population. 

Deaths  from  Puerperai.  Causes. 

From  Sepsis  . ...  ....  ....  Nil 

From  Other  Causes  ...  . ..  ....  Nil 

Infantile  Death  Rate. 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ....  ....  26‘31 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  27'21 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 


ill  I'lay  I’i'ows  Urban  Itiisttrict. 


Live  Births. 

Males ; Total 

80. 

Legitimate  76. 

Illegitimate  4 

Females  ; Total 

72. 

Legitimate  71. 

Illegitimate  1 

Still  Births. 

Males : Total 

3. 

Legitimate 

3. 

Illegitimate  0 

Females:  Total 

3. 

Legitimate 

3. 

Illegitimate  0 

Deaths  of  Infants  Under  1 

Year  of  Age. 

Males : Total 

3. 

Legitimate 

3. 

Illegitimate  0 

Females  : Total 

1. 

Legitimate 

1. 

Illegitimate  0 

Deaths  of  Infants  Under  4 

Weeks  of  Age. 

Males : Total 

2. 

Legitimate 

2. 

Illegitimate  0 

Females : Total 

0. 

Legitimate 

0. 

Illegitimate  0 
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C»usc«  of  l>ca<ii 

ill  the  Clay  Ci’oi%>!t«  during:  I05S. 


Male  Female 


All  Causes  . ....  ..  . 43 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ..  . 0 

Tuberculosis,  other  . . . 0 

Syphilitic  disease  ....  ...  0 

Diphtheria  . 0 

Whooping  Cough  . ..  0 

Meningococcal  Infections  . . 0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ....  0 

Measles  ....  ....  ....  0 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  0 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach  . . 1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast  ....  0 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus  0 

Other  Malignant  & Lymphatic  Neoplasms  2 
Leukaemia,  Aleuksemia  0 

Diabetes  ..  ..  . 0 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  7 

Coronary  Disease,  angina  ....  4 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ..  1 

Other  Heart  Disease  ....  ....  8 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  . 0 

Influenza  ..  ....  0 

Pneumonia  ....  . 3 

Bronchitis  ....  ...  ....  5 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  0 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  0 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhcea  ..  . 0 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ....  0 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ....  2 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ....  0 

Congenital  Malformations  ....  0 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  5 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  . ..  1 

All  other  accidents  . ..  ..  1 

Suicide  ....  ....  ....  0 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ....  0 


40 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

7 

3 

1 

12 

3 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

1 

0 

0 


7 


Birth'Rates,  Death-Rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal 
Mortality,  and  Case*^Rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases 

in  the  year  1952. 


Provisional  Figures  based  on  Quarterly  Returns. 
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Rates  per  1000  Home  Population 

Births 


Live  Uirtbs 

15.3 

16.9 

15.5 

17.6 

17.5 

ytill  Births  ...  j 

0.35 

0.43 

0.36 

0.34 

0.69 

1 

22.6  (a) 

24.6  (a) 

23.0 (a) 

19.2  (a) 

37.97(a) 

Deaths  ; 

All  causes 

11.3 

12.1 

11.2 

12.6 

9.6 

TyphoidiiParatypboid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis  . . 

0.24 

0.28 

0.22 

0.31 

O.ll 

Influenza 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.05 

0.00 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Acute  Poliomyletis  (in 
cldti  Polioencephalitis) 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

O.Ol 

0.00 

Pneumonia 

0.47 

0.52 

0.43 

0.58 

0.46 

Notifications  (Corrected)  : 


Typhoid  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.02 

0.02 

0.03 

0.01 

0.00 

Meningococceal  infctn 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever  •• 

1.53 

1.75 

1.58 

1.56 

1.73 

Whooping  Cough 

2.61 

2.74 

2.57 

1 .66 

2.43 

Diphtheria 

0.01 

0.01 

0.03 

0.01 

0.00 

Erysipelas 

0.14 

0.15 

0.12 

0.14 

0.00 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

8.86 

10.11 

8.49 

9.23 

26.04 

Pneumonia 

0.72 

0.80 

0.62 

0.57 

2.43 

Acute  Poliomyelitis(in- 
cld«  Polioencephalitis) 

Paralytic 

0.06 

0.06 

0.06 

0.06 

0.00 

Non-paralytio  ... 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

0.00 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

0.13 

0.16 

0.11 

0.18 

0.00 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

17.87  (a) 

23.94  (a) 

10.22  (a) 

30.77  (a) 

0.00 

Deaths 

Rates  per 

1000  Live  Births 

All  causes  under  1 

year  of  age 

Enteiitis  Diarrhoea 

27.6(b) 

31.2 

25.8 

23.8 

26.3 

under  2 years  of  age 

1.1 

1.3 

0.5 

0.7 

0.00 
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IVIatei’tiai  iMortality  in  England  and  Wales 


Intermediate  Liul  No. 

Number 

Rates  per  1000 
Total  (live  & 

Rates  per 
million  women 

and  Cause 

of  deaths 

still)  births 

aged  15 — 44 

A115  Sepsis  of  pregnancy,  child- 

l)irlb  and  the  pucrperium 

61 

0.09 

A116  Abortion  wilh  toxaemia 

13 

0.02 

1 

Other  toxaemias  of  preg- 

nancy  and  the  puerperium 

147 

0.21 

All?  Haemorrhage  of  pregnancy 

and  ohildbirtli 

59 

0-09 

Alls  Abortion  without  mention 

of  sepsis  or  toxaemia 

31 

0.04 

3 

A119  Abortion  with  sepsis 

47 

0.07 

5 

A120  Other  complications  of 
pregnancy,  childhirtli  and 

the  puerperium 

138 

0.20 

{a)  Per  1000  Total  (Live 

ami  still)  Births 

(b)  Per  1000 

related  live,  births 

iSOCIAr  COIVUITIOKS  OF 
THE  OISTIKICI'. 

No  new  industries  have  been  commenced  within  the  Urban 
District  likely  to  make  any  demand  on  labour,  but  the  erection 
of  a new  coal  carbonisation  plant  at  Wingerworth  is  proceeding 
rapidly  and  when  in  operation  is  likely  to  provide  work  for  quite 
a large  number  of  men.  It  is  likely,  therefore,  that  this  demand 
will  in  turn  mean  an  increased  demand  for  housing. 

Water  ISupply. 

The  supply  has  been  ample  in  quantity  and  bacteriological 
examinations  carried  out  regularly  show  it  to  be  of  good  quality. 

No  major  works  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year. 

.Sctvcrage  aiifl  Newagre  lli.<spusal. 

The  laying  of  the  sewer  to  serve  Ashover  Road,  Tupton,  was 
completed  in  1952  and  30  properties  have  been  connected.  Thus 
a long  needed  improvement  has  at  last  been  brought  about.  For 
a number  of  years  there  have  been  numerous  complaints  from  this 
district  of  overflowing  cess-pools  and,  in  fact,  conditions  in  this 
area  prior  to  the  laying  of  the  sewer  and  connecting  the  properties 
were  a menace  to  health.  The  new  development  taking  place  here 
is  also  catered  for. 
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Though  the  Council  has  been  active  in  the  building  of  new 
houses  during  the  year  the  housing  waiting  lists  are  still  large 
and,  as  I have  mentioned  before,  the  Urban  District  is  unfortunate 
in  having  not  only  a large  number  of  sub-standard  houses,  but 
also  far  too  many  that  are  in  the  demolition  category  and  should 
be  dealt  with  urgently. 

It  is  to  be  remembered,  however,  that  with  so  many  families 
living  in  shared  accommodation  that  every  house  demolished  means 
one  less  for  this  class  of  applicant,  and  the  weighing  up  of  the 
needs  of  the  prospective  tenants  in  shared  accommodation  with  the 
tenants  living  in  totally  unfit  properties  is  a most  difficult  one. 

If  in  the  demolition  of  unfit  properties  only  one  or  two  were 
concerned  the  decision  would  be  easier.  Unfortunately  in  Clay 
Cross  there  are  a great  number  of  “terraced  rows,”  so  that  the 
houses  only  vary  in  the  degree  of  unfitness,  all  suffer  from  the 
same  fundamental  defects.  It  is  not,  therefore,  possible  to  pick 
out  only  the  very  worst  properties  in  a row  because  when  they 
are  vacated,  deterioration  inevitably  spreads  in  a short  time  to 
the  adjacant  houses. 

To  add  to  the  problem  there  are  quite  a number  of  houses, 
admittedly  sub-standard  but  fairly  well  maintained,  which  are 
badly  affected  by  subsidence. 

The  owners  (The  N.C.B.)  are  anxious  to  get  these  cleared  as 
they  are  a continual  source  of  expense.  In  fact,  one  can  say  that 
repairers  are  hardly  ever  finished  on  this  job. 


Iiifeciiou.^  I>i.*i>ense.s. 

Once  again  there  have  been  no  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  in 
the  Urban  District,  the  fourth  successive  year  which  has  been 
free. 


There  was  an  epidemic  of  measles  during  the  year,  225  cases 
being  notified,  but  in  this  disease,  as  in  all  the  other  common 
infectious  diseases  notified,  no  deaths  were  recorded. 
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In  general  it  is  noteworthy  that  the  ordinary  infectious  diseases 
of  childhood,  i.e.  measles,  whooping  cough  and  scarlet  fever  are 
much  milder  and  have  fewer  complications  than  was  the  case  ten 
to  twenty  years  ago.  It  may  be  that  the  infecting  organisms  are 
of  a milder  type,  but  also  one  feels  that  the  improvement  in 
environment  and  the  teachings  of  the  infant  welfare^  services  have 
bred  a fitter  and  more  resistant  generation. 


IVational  A.ssistauce  Act,  1048. 
National  Assistance  ( AineudiuenO  Act,  1951. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  above  named  Acts. 


Diphtheria  Iiumunisations. 

Under 


1 1 2 

3 4 5-9 

10-14 

Total 

Number  of  children 

inclu- 

inclu- 

who completed  the  full 
course  of  immunisation 

sive 

sive 

in  the  Authority’s  area 

during  the  year  1952...  1 54  18 

8 3 11 

7 

102 

11 


Cases  of  (Notifiable  Diseases  at  Varying  Ages  during  1952. 

AGE  GBOUPS 

Uudei' 


DISEASE  1 year 

1A2 

3Jt4 

5-9 

10-14 

15-19 

20-34 

35-44 

45-64 

& 

65  Total 
over 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Eever 

0 

1 

6 

6 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

Diphtheria 

Einenc  Fever  : 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Typhoid 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Para-typhoid 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

tlerebro-Spiiial  p’ever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

ErysipelaB 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Eiicepli.  Lethargica 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

2 under  5 yrs 

. 5 

0 

6 

0 

0 

6 

2 

21 

■Measles 

10 

45 

69  ' 

94 

5 

1 

0 1 age  unknown 

. 0 

225 

W hooping  Cough  ... 

3 

4 

6 

7 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

21 

Infectious  Diseases. 


Total  number 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

notified 

to  hospital 

deaths 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  b’ever 

15 

13 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

0 

0 

Cereln o-spinal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

0 

Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

Encephalitis  l.ethargica 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

21 

1 

4 

Measles 

225 

1 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

21 

1 

0 

Tuberculosis 

Return  for 

1952. 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonaky.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary 

Age  period 

M 

P 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Uuder  1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 and  over 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 and  over 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15  and  over 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25  and  over 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

35  and  over 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

45  and  over 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

55  and  over 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65  and  over 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

u 

Total 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Not 

Notified. 

Not 

Primary 

Cases  inclu- 

ded above 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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Trciiiiiieiii  Centre,  Poolsbroolc. 


Number  of  Cases  : 123. 

Scabies. 

Adults 

5 — 15  Under  5 Total 

Bolsover  U.D.C 

9 

8 

3 

20 

Chesterfield  Borough 

2 

1 

2 

5 

Chesterfield  R.D.C 

21 

20 

5 

46 

Clay  Cross  U.D.C 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Clowne  R.D.C 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Dronfield  U.D.C 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Staveley  U.D.C 

0 

0 

0 

0 

32 

29 

10 

71 

Head  Cice. 

Bolsover  U.D.C 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Chesterfield  Borough 

4(1) 

10(3) 

6(2) 

20  (6) 

Chesterfield  R.D.C 

0 

7(5) 

1 

8(5) 

Clay  Cross  U.D.C 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Clowne  R.D.C. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Dronfield  U.D.C 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Staveley  U.D.C 

1(1) 

3 

0 

4(1) 

5(2) 

20  (8) 

7(2) 

32  (12) 

■luus  llcatdi^. 

Bolsover  U.D.C 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Chesterfield  Borough 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Chesterfield  R.D.C 

0 

5(3) 

0 

5(3) 

Clay  Cross  U.D.C 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Clowne  R.D.C 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Dronfield  U.D.C 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Staveley  U.D.C 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 (3) 

0 

5(3) 

Diagnosis  not  confirmed 

10 

Miscellaneous 

8 

Pediculosis  Corporis 

1 (Chesterfield  R.D.C.  Adult) 

Pediculosis  Pubis 

1 (Staveley  U.D.C. 

» ) 

20 

NOTE. — The  numbers  in  brackets  refer  to  those  on  whom  live 
lice  were  found. 
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ICeport  of  ilie  Inspector 

for  ihe  I'car  105 S. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
The  Clay  Cross  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the 
Health  and  Cleansing  Department  for  the  year  1952. 


County  I'ouncil  ICeport. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  report  submitted  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  : — 

"'Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year  1952. . 
Clay  Cross  Urban  District. 

Name  of  Inspector  - L.  Wilson,  m.r.s.i.,  m.s.i.a. 
Estimated  Population,  8,552.  Estimated  No.  of  Houses,  2,600. 


GENERAL  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 


Bakehouses 

No.  on 
Register 
4 

Increase  or 
Decrease 

0 

Canal  Boats 

0 

0 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

1 

0 

Dairies  .... 

11 

0 

Factories  and  Work-places 

28 

0 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 

1 

0 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

26 

plus  5 

Market  Stalls 

0 

0 

Milk  Distributors  .... 

18 

0 

Moveable  Dwellings  {a)  Sites  .... 

0 

0 

Ditto  {b)  Dwellings 

1 

0 

Offensive  Trades 

1 

0 

Outworkers 

1 

0 

Preserved  Food  Stores 

19 

0 

Shops 

153 

0 

Slaughterhouses 

8 

0 

Knackers  Yards 

0 

0 

Swimming  Baths 

1 

0 

Inspec- 
tions made 

4 

0 

2 

4 
26 

0 

9 

0 

0 

0 

5 
1 
0 

20 

0 

2 

0 

0 
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SAMPLING 

Results 

No.  of 

Meth.  Blue. 

Samples 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Taken 

Ice  Cream 

Nil 

0 

0 

Meth. 

Blue. 

Phosphatase 

Turbidity 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Sat.  Unsat. 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Milk  (a)  Routine 

Nil 

0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 

Pos. 

Neg. 

(b)  Biological 

Nil 

0 

0 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Water  (a)  Mains 

9 

8 

1 

(b)  Other 

Sources 

11 

10 

1 

(c)  Swimming 

Baths 

Nil 

0 

0 

Water  Supplies. 


Estimated 

Population 

Involved 


No. 

of  Houses  in  District  Connected  to  Mains  ... 

2575 

8500 

No. 

of  Houses  in  District  supplied  from  stand- 

pipes on  Mains 

Nil 

0 

No. 

of  Houses  in  District  not  supplied  from 

standpipes  on  Mains 

25 

70 

No. 

of  connections  made  during  year : — 

(a)  Existing  Houses 

Nil 

(b)  New  Houses 

70 

(c)  Other  Premises 

Nil 

Drainage. 

No. 

of  Houses  in  District  connected  to  Sewers 

2400 

7900 

No. 

of  Houses  in  District  not  connected  to  Sewers 

190 

600 

No. 

of  connections  made  during  year : — 

(a)  Existing  Houses 

30 

110 

(b)  New  Houses 

70 

(c)  Other  Premises 

Nil 

No. 

of  conversions  of  other  closets  to  W.C.’s  .... 

Nil 
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Housing. 

New  Houses  erected  during  year  by 

(a)  Local  Authority  ....  62 

(b)  Private  Enterprise  ....  6 

(c)  Other  Local  Authorities ....  2 


No.  of  Dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts.)  ....  ....  97 

No.  of  Dwelling-houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ....  ....  97 

No.  of  Dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ....  ....  ....  ....  24 

No.  of  defective  Dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  action  (formal  or  informal)  by  the  Local  Authority  80 

No.  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ....  ....  ....  2 

No.  of  Dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demo- 
lition Orders  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

No,  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  v/hich  undertakings 

were  accepted ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

No.  of  Premises  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

No.  of  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  approved  by 

Ministry  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  “improved”  during  year  ....  Nil 


(Signed),  L.  WiLSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector.” 


Petroleum  (Regrulation)  Act.fi,  — 1036. 

Your  Sanitary  Inspector  is  responsible  for  the  administration 
of  the  Petroleum  Acts  which  are  mainly  concerned  with  the 
storage  of  Petroleum  Spirit  and  the  licensing  of  such  stores. 
Thirteen  licences  to  store  Petroleum  Spirit  are  held  in  the  Urban 
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District  providing  for  a storage  capacity  of  87,500  gallons. 
Licence  fees  amounted  to  £16  10s.  Od.  One  new  licence  was 
granted  during  the  year,  the  installation  being  approved  by  your 
Inspector.  Two  licences  were  renewed  for  the  storage  of  Calcium 
Carbide,  the  fees  amount  to  15s.  Od. 


The  l*i'eveuiioii  of  l>;iiiiag:e  by  Act,  lOliL 

One  of  the  workmen  of  the  Cleansing  Department  is 
employed  as  a part-time  Rodent  Operator  and  works  under  the 
direction  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector.  Methods  of  Rodent  destruc- 
tion approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  are 
used. 

A highly  successful  and  extensive  treatment  of  the  refuse  tip 
was  undertaken  during  May  with  the  new  poison  Warfarin. 
Unfortunately  a small  re-infestation  occurred  due  to  the  failure  to 
top  up  regularly  the  permanent  baiting  points,  but  control  has 
again  been  achieved  and  what  was  the  main  area  of  infestation  in 
the  town  should  now  remain  reasonably  free  of  rats. 

The  Annual  Sewer  Test  was  undertaken  towards  the  end  of 
July  when  eighteen  manholes,  selected  to  cover  the  whole  sewered 
area  of  the  Urban  District,  were  baited  with  damp  sausage  rusk. 
Sixteen  of  these  gave  negative  results  and  one  was  doubtful.  Two 
manholes  and  the  area  surrounding  them  were  effectively  poisoned 
with  Zinc  Phosphide.  These  Annual  surveys  are  most  valuable  in 
ensuring  that  the  sewers  never  become  the  means  of  infesting  large 
areas  of  property. 


The  following  treatments  were  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 


Refuse  Tip 

2 

Bridge  Street  Depot 

2 

Sewerage  Works 

2 

Dwelling-houses 

....  16 

Other  Premises 

9 

Total  31 

Total  Number  of  visits  in  connection  with  Rats  and  Mice — 166. 
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Housing:. 

Good  progress  continues  with  the  building  of  Council  houses 
and  the  shortage  of  accommodation  now  appears  to  be  within  sight 
of  solution.  There  remains  the  problem  of  a substantial  number 
of  houses  which  are  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  are  beyond 
repair.  Instructions  were  given  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
to  proceed  with  a Clearance  Area  of  twenty-six  houses.  The 
outlines  of  a slum  clearance  programme  have  been  drawn  up  and 
it  is  hoped  that  steady  progress  will  be  made. 

Only  three  of  the  Hutments  were  occupied  by  the  end  of  the 
year  and  the  tenants  of  these  will  be  re-housed  early  in  the  coming 
year.  These  hutments  should  never  have  been  used  for  occupation 
by  families,  they  have  been  a constant  source  of  trouble  and  expense 
and  the  Council  are  well  rid  of  them. 

The  Council  are  to  co-operate  with  the  N.C.B.  in  re-housing  the 
tenants  of  twenty-four  houses  at  Danesmoor  which  have  become 
unsafe  due  to  subsidence. 

The  Coal  Industry  Housing  Association  are  to  erect  210  houses 
at  Danesmoor. 

Clay  Cross  Co.  Ltd.  have  started  on  a scheme  for  20  houses  at 
Pilsley  Road. 


I*ublic  C'lenii^iiig:  >^«rvicc!ii. 

The  weekly  collection  of  household  refuse  has  been  maintained 
and  the  emptying  of  ashpits  has  been  carried  out  regularly.  It  is 
not  always  appreciated  that  every  new  house  built  means  an  extra 
dustbin  to  empty  and  that  some  500  houses  have  been  erected  in 
the  Urban  District  since  the  war.  Modern  housing  estates,  whilst 
ideal  from  many  points  of  view,  are  most  inconvenient  for  the 
collection  of  refuse.  Long  garden  paths  slow  the  collections  to  a 
very  marked  degree.  Another  drag  on  this  service  is  the  increasing 
number  of  houses  without  proper  dustbins.  My  own  opinion  is 
that  the  provision  of  dustbins  should  become  the  responsibility  of 
the  Local  Authority.  In  Clay  Cross  this  would  probably  amount 
to  an  extra  2d.  or  2|d.  on  the  rates. 

An  amazing  number  of  householders  are  ignorant  of  the  fact 
that  dustbins  are  only  intended  for  dry  refuse  and  that  they  are  not 
intended  as  portable  household  incinerators.  The  “life”  of  a dustbin 
is  prolonged  considerably  (doubled  or  even  trebled)  by  proper  use. 
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An  ashpit  census  was  undertaken  in  November,  previously  no 
records  existed  of  their  number  and  situation.  It  was  surprising 
and  displeasing  to  record  that  sixty-seven,  forty  of  which  are 
privvy  middens.  It  is  hoped  to  reduce  this  number  substantially 
in  the  coming  year. 


The  emptying  of  cesspools  has  been  carried  out  reasonably 
satisfactorily,  but  whereas  it  was  expected  that  the  calls  on  this 
service  would  progressively  decrease  there  has  been  a rise  of  almost 
50  94  in  the  number  of  cesspools  emptied  on  the  previous  year. 
Progress  on  connections  to  the  Ashover  Road  sewer  has  been  very 
disappointing,  only  thirty  connections  were  made  during  the  year 
and  the  majority  of  these  were  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year.  Plans 
are  in  hand  to  provide  sewers  to  Stretton  Road,  the  only  major 
unsewered  area  of  the  Urban  District. 


Street  Cleansing  in  the  centre  of  the  town  has  been  carried 
out  regularly  and  efficiently.  Re-organisation  of  street  sweeping 
schedules  has  made  it  possible  to  give  better  attention  to  other  areas 
of  the  town.  The  service  would  have  been  better  but  for  the  large 
amount  of  sickness  among  the  workmen. 


The  installation  of  street  litter  bins  was  deferred  because  of  the 
absurd  and  ridiculous  decree  of  the  County  Council  as  Highways 
Authority  and  Planning  Authority  that  such  bins  should  not  bear 
advertising  matter.  So  was  the  beauty  of  (and  the  litter  on)  Clay 
Cross  streets  preserved.  It  is  intended  to  provide  non-contentious 
litter  bins  in  the  coming  year. 


Replacement  of  the  Karrier  Bantam  has  again  been  deferred, 
but  maintenance  and  repair  costs  are  rising  and  the  purchase  of  a 
new  lorry  will  have  to  be  faced  very  soon.  The  engine  has  been 
re-bored  during  the  year.  The  new  Dennis  lorry  has  proved 
most  satisfactory. 


The  two  lorries  have  travelled  12,750  miles  and  used  more 
than  1,900  gallons  of  petrol  in  carrying  out  these  services.  The 
l\d.  a gallon  extra  tax  in  this  year’s  budget  adds  more  than  £59 
to  the  petrol  bill. 
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Sickness  has  reached  a record  level.  The  amount  of  time  lost 
through  sickness  and  absenteeism  amounts  to  almost  10%  of  the 
total  possible  working  hours.  Undoubtedly  by  far  the  greater  part 
of  this  sickness  is  genuine,  it  is  also  equally  true  to  say  that 
Doctor’s  sick  notes  are  too  easy  to  obtain  and  too  freely  given.  I 
suggest  a special  medical  category  on  the  lines  of  the  Army’s 
M & D — Medicine  and  Duty — should  be  created.  The  sickness  pay 
scheme  will  be  in  jeopardy  if  some  remedy  is  not  found,  for  this 
problem  is  not  peculiar  to  Clay  Cross. 


Itefuse  Ti|>«. 


Refuse  disposal  by  controlled  tipping  has  been  carried  out  at 
the  Chesterfield  Road  tip.  It  is  estimated  that  more  than  3,000 
tons  of  refuse  are  collected  and  disposed  of  annually.  The  town  is 
extremely  fortunate  to  have  tipping  space  available  so  conveniently 
situated  although  much  time  could  be  saved  if  tipping  space  was 
available  in  other  areas  of  the  town. 

Some  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  appearance  of  the  tip 
during  the  year.  The  portion  in  front  of  the  hedge  has  been 
grassed  down  and  shrubs  and  bulbs  have  been  planted.  A 
substantial  piece  of  land  behind  the  hedge  has  now  been  covered 
with  soil  by  co-operation  with  the  Surveyor.  It  should  be  possible 
to  grow  profitable  crops  on  this  land  unless  the  Council  have  other 
plans.  This  area  of  land  will  increase  annually  as  tipping  is 
completed. 

Cricket  infestation  was  kept  under  control  by  dressings  with  an 
insecticide  containing  DDT. 

Trespassing  on  the  tip  is  still  a popular  pastime  for  many, 
especially  at  weekends.  Materials,  possibly  infective  and  dangerous 
to  health,  are  sorted  out  by  children  and  adults.  Poisonous  baits 
for  rats  are  disturbed  and  trees  are  damaged.  The  tip  is  used  by 
all  and  sundry  for  the  indiscriminate  dumping  of  every  kind  of 
refuse.  The  area  now  comes  within  the  Clay  Cross  police  district 
and  it  should  be  possible  to  exercise  stricter  control. 


C'ollectk4»iiM. 


Number  of  dustbins  (weekly) 

Number  of  privies  (collected  at  intervals) 
Number  of  pails  (weekly) 

Number  of  cesspools  emptied  (as  required) 


2750 

67 

14 

193 
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Nalvag'e. 

Once  again  a slump  has  hit  the  waste  paper  market  after  an 
intensive  campaign  by  the  Waste  Paper  Recovery  Association  to 
increase  the  collections.  I expected  a fall  in  price  from  the  absurd 
level  of  £16  a ton,  but  did  not  anticipate  a fall  to  as  low  as 
£6  10s.  Od.  a ton.  Waste  paper  has  been  difficult  to  move  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  no  improvement  in  the  position  was  in  sight. 
It  is  impossible  to  estimate  reasonably  accurately  the  annual  income 
from  salvage. 

The  following  table  shows  the  fluctuations  in  the  amounts  of 
paper  collected  annually  since  salvage  operations  were  inaugurated 
on  the  1st  April,  1940. 

Tonnage 


Collected 

Value 

Year 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

1 

s. 

d. 

1940 

24 

0 

96 

2 

0 

1941 

93 

13 

381 

14 

7 

1942 

76 

14 

437 

10 

4 

1943 

53 

6 

353 

5 

8 

1944 

59 

13 

403 

16 

1 

1945 

50 

16 

338 

9 

1 

1946 

60 

4 

395 

0 

0 

1947 

56 

3 

392 

16 

1 

1948 

83 

19 

576 

9 

8 

1949 

36 

16 

245 

4 

5 

1950 

49 

8 

274 

10 

0 

1951 

85 

8 

1192 

12 

11 

1952 

65 

17 

685 

3 

6 

Total 

795 

17 

£5112 

14 

4 

SALVAGE  MATERIALS, 

1952 

T. 

C. 

Q. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Paper 

65 

17 

0 

685 

3 

6 

Loose  Tins 

9 

17 

0 

21 

6 

0 

Scrap  Iron 

1 

16 

0 

11 

14 

0 

Mixed  Rags  .... 
Miscellaneous  (Bottles,  Jars, 

16 

1 

7 

5 

6 

etc.) 

16 

7 

11 

Total 


78  6 1 


£1^\  16  11 
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INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

The  two  private  slaughterhouses  have  not  been  used  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food  this  year.  Supplies  of  fresh  meat  usually  come 
from  Chesterfield  Abattoir  but  facilities  there  are  inadequate  during 
peak  periods. 


CONDEMNED  CANNED  AND  OTHER  FOODSTUFFS 


Ham  (Cooked,  Boneless) 

33  tins 

Beef 

165  lbs. 

(total  weight,  465  lbs.) 

Pork 

113  lbs. 

Tomatoes 

84  tins 

Mutton 

30  lbs. 

Fish  (various) 

156  tins 

Beast  Head  .. 

34  lbs. 

Luncheon  Meat  (various) 

61  tins 

Butter 

19  lbs. 

Soup 

45  tins 

Cheese 

16  lbs. 

Fruit  (various) 

47  tins 

Cod  and  Haddock 

Milk 

11  tins 

Fillets 

34  lbs. 

Baked  Beans 

15  tins 

Kippers 

14  lbs. 

Vegetables  (various)  .... 

20  tins 

Coconut 

4 pkts. 

Stewed  Stake 

3 tins 

Jams 

3 tins 

Other  Goods 

5 tins 

Tomato  Juice 

4 tins 

MILK  SUPPLY 

There  are  twenty  producers  of  Milk  in  the  Urban  District,  ten 
of  which  are  producer  retailers.  Eighteen  distributors  of  milk  are 
registered  with  this  Authority  seven  of  them  with  premises  outside 
the  Urban  District.  Nine  licences  to  retail  Tuberculin  Tested  milk, 
seven  licences  to  retail  Pasteurised  milk  and  one  licence  to  retail 
Accredited  milk  were  granted  or  renewed  during  the  year. 


ICE  CREAM 

Two  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  Ice  Cream 
under  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947 

During  the  year  five  premises  were  registered  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  Ice  Cream 

The  total  number  of  premises  in  the  district  registered  for  the 
sale  of  Ice  Cream  is  now  twenty-six 


22 


SAMPLING 

Statutory  sampling  is  carried  out  by  Officers  of  Derbyshire 
County  Council.  The  following  information  has  been  supplied  by 
the  County  Analyst,  Mr.  R.  W.  Sutton,  B.Sc.,  f.r.i  c.,  f.c.s. 
Twenty-nine  samples  including  fourteen  milks  were  taken  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  in  the  area  of  the  Clay  Cross  Urban 
District  Council  during  1952. 

All  samples  were  classed  as  satisfactory 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


1.  Inspections 


Premises 

No. 

Inspections 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

29 

26 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

5 

2 

Other  premises  under  the  Act 

2 

2 

36 

30 

2.  Defects  found  or  referred  by  h.m. 

INSPECTOR 

Sanitary  Conveniences  No.  Found 

Remedied 

Cleanliness 

4 

4 

Insufficient 

1 

0 

Other  defects 

2 

2 

7 

6 

Yours  faithfully, 

L.  WILSON, 

M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A., 

Sanitary  Inspector 


Jos.  Spriggs  & Sons, 
Printers, 

Market  Street,  Clay  Cross. 


